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On July 21, riot police used batons and tear gas to violently disperse a group of about 500 indigenous
persons who had peacefully occupied a park in front of the Presidential Palace in Guatemala City.
The campesinos had assembled to request government assistance in resolving a land dispute. The
dispute involved lands which the indians said had been stolen from them in their home department
of Quetzaltenango. At least 25 of the protesters were hospitalized for injuries. Spokespersons for
the campesinos also denounced that several children who were part of the group were missing.
In a communique published in local newspapers on July 22, Human Rights Attorney General
Ramiro de Leon Carpio said he was "indignant" over the police violence and condemned "the
intolerance of the government in refusing to listen to social grievances." Guatemala City Archbishop
Prospero Penados del Barrio said the incidents recalled the "most repressive days" in the history
of the country. Several members of the national congress said they were considering seeking
the resignation of Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado for failing to contain the police, which are
under the command of his ministry. Students who organized a rally to protest the repression
of the campesinos were themselves attacked by police. On July 23, government spokesperson
Gonzalo Asturias told reporters that Interior Minister Hurtado had submitted his resignation, to
take effect on July 31. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 07/21/92, 07/22/92; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/21/92, 07/23/92)
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